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EMS– Bottle Filling Station Update 

According to UN Environment, just nine percent of all plastic waste has ever been 
recycled and 12% has been incinerated. The other 79% has ended up in landfills 
and the environment. Single use plastics are not only harmful to humans, but to 
wildlife as well. Nearly 700 species of marine life are facing extinction due to the 
increase of plastic pollution. If the current trend continues, oceans could           
potentially contain more plastic than fish by 2050. Since plastics have long-lasting 
durability and strong resistance to degradation, it is extremely difficult for it to be 

broken down naturally. It can take up to 1,000 years for a single water bottle to decompose, although in     
reality, most plastics never fully vanish, but  instead decrease in size and until they are tiny particles. These 
microplastic bits are then consumed by farm animals and fish that mistake them for food; the animals and 
fish are subsequently eaten by humans.  
 
 
In the U.S., a single-use plastic water bottle is opened every second, and the rate of consumption of bottled 
water has increased by 10% each year.  One simple and cost effective solution to this problem is the use of 
reusable water bottles. Reusable bottles reduce a person's carbon footprint and help reduce the plastic     
burden on landfills, oceans, rivers and other locations where they could potentially end up. They take less oil 
to produce, and it is nearly impossible for them to contribute to plastic waste.  
 
In December 2019 Hydraflow installed two Halsey Taylor HydroBoost 
(HTHB) Bottle Filling Stations installed adjacent to both the men’s and 

women’s restroom. The Bottle Filling     
Station is a self-contained, wall-mounted, 
single unit that delivers filtered, chilled 
drinking water. Each unit has a meter at 
the top right of which keeps a live tally of 
how many disposable plastic bottles have been eliminated through our use 
of the filling station. In less than two years we have helped eliminate waste 
from over 16,000 plastic bottles that would have otherwise ended up as 
landfill waste simply by using reusable bottles. No matter how small the 
change may seem, it can have a huge impact.  
 
Reusable water bottles save you money while keeping you hydrated and 
healthy. On average, Americans spend $5 a week on water bottles or $260 
per year. One easy money-saving solution is to buy a reusable bottle and a 
$30 Brita or Pur filter and get your return on investment within about a month 
of use. Another perk of this method is that if there is ever a water bottle 
shortage like during the 2020 pandemic, you will have an unlimited supply 
readily available. Cheers to saving money & the earth and staying hydrated! 
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SAFETY PAGE – EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

By: ICW Group 

 

MAKE THE CALL FOR HELP PERFECTLY CLEAR 

What would you do if you encountered an emergency, either in the workplace or outside? Would you call for 

help? Would you know who to call and what to tell them?  

 

WHAT'S THE DANGER?  

In an emergency—whether it’s an injury, a chemical spill, a fire or an assault—knowing what to do can help     

prevent panic and it can save lives. And it all starts with summoning the emergency response team. The person 

who reports an emergency can save a life, by calmly giving accurate instructions. 

 

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF 

In most locations in the United States and Canada, emergency dispatch centers are reached by dialing 9-1-1. But 

this can vary from country to country, so be sure you know which number to dial in a life-threatening emergency. 

If you’re in a large business or school, you may have to dial another number or code to access an outside line. 

When you make the call for help, take a few deep breaths to calm yourself and try to remain calm while you make 

your report. The emergency response team needs to know:  

 Where is the emergency?  

 Give complete directions. Begin with the city, then street address, apartment number on what floor, or 

highway number and landmarks.  

 What is the emergency?  

 The person at the other end of the phone line needs to know what equipment to send out, so briefly   

describe the emergency. How many people are, or could be, hurt? What types of injuries might there 

be?  

 

The dispatcher will need this information to decide which      

ambulances and medics to send to the scene.  

 

Don’t hang up the phone until the emergency dispatcher tells 

you to. If you have to leave the phone, make sure the dispatcher 

has recorded your location, telephone or cell phone number and 

other information correctly.  

 

FINAL WORD  

Be mentally prepared to follow instructions. Stay calm to do 

what you have to do. The knowledge you have and the decisions 

you make during a crisis could mean the difference between life 

and death. 

Ofelia Abbott won this  

Quarter’s $100 Safety Lotto! 


